
Illustrationstyle

TherewerethreetypesofillustrationstylesthatChambersusedintheirpublications.Theycan

beclassifiedaspictorial,facsimileandschematic.

1.Pictorial

2.Facsimile

3.Schematic

Pictorial-styleimages

Drawingsandengravingsinapictorialstyletracetheirrootstoalate18th-centuryaesthetic,

whenconceptsofthebeautiful,thesublime,andthepicturesqueweretiedtotheidealsof'good

taste'foundinart,literatureandmusic.Woodengravedillustrationsproducedintheearlier19th

centuryhadavisualaestheticwhichgaveanimpressiontheartistmightlackaccesstoprimary

sourcesorpresentedaromanticisedvignetteofascene,althoughdepictingactualobjectsor

settings.Theengraverswereaimingforaccuracywithintheconfinesofapictorialstyleandthe

knowledgeavailabletothem andtheirviewers.Theywantedtoconveytoareadershipwithlittle

accesstoanyillustratedmaterialasenseofunderstandingoftechnologies,places,peopleor

objectsneverpreviouslyexperienced.

Facsimile-styleimages

Incontrasttopictorial-styleimages,theideaoffacsimile-stylerepresentationwastodepicta

subjectinasrealisticawayaspossibleorshowhowitwouldbeencounteredintherealworld.

From the1860s,photographybecameincreasinglyrecognised,withinscientificcommunitiesin

particular,asamedium whichconveyed'mechanicalobjectivity'.Imageswhichrelated

stylisticallytophotographswerethereforeequallydeemedtoconveyauthority.

Schematic-styleimages

Aschematicillustrationisusedtoconveyabstractinformation,usuallyincorporatinggraphic

symbolsratherthanrealisticpictures.TheCambridgeDictionarystatesthataschematic

illustrationshowsthemainform whilehighlightingspecificfeatures,usuallyintheform ofa

drawing,inordertosimplifyaconceptortohelppeopleunderstandit.Mapsanddiagramsare

examplesofschematicillustrations.


